
 
 
 

EL MUSEO DEL BARRIO RECEIVES $4 MILLION  
“AMERICA’S CULTURAL TREASURES” INITIATIVE GRANT  

FROM THE FORD FOUNDATION AND PARTNERS 
 

NEW YORK, NY, October 22, 2020 - El Museo del Barrio announced a $4 million 
grant award from the Ford Foundation and partners to support the museum’s 
curatorial and education programs, general operations, and $100,000 to support 
organizational capacity building, particularly in key areas including digital strategies 
and other needs. A part of America’s Cultural Treasures, an unprecedented $156 
million initiative by the Ford Foundation and partners, the grant will be distributed 
to the Museum over the next four years. This marks the single largest award to El 
Museo del Barrio since its founding in 1969. 
 
“We, at El Museo del Barrio, are honored to be recognized by the Ford Foundation as 
an essential cultural institution for this unprecedented initiative, and to be included 
among esteemed colleagues, who join us in our commitment to shape the cultural 
narrative in America,” said Patrick Charpenel, Executive Director of El Museo del 
Barrio. “A long-standing supporter of our mission to bring Latinx and Latin American 
art and culture to the audiences near and far, we applaud the Ford Foundation’s 
commitment to support BIPOC-led and culturally-specific institutions. Our hope is 
that the exemplary leadership of the Ford Foundation will inspire the funding 
community to invest in our far-reaching work and communities.”  
 
For more information about the America’s Cultural Treasures initiative, please visit: 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news-additional-pages/faqs-america-s-cu
ltural-treasures/ 
 
ABOUT EL MUSEO DEL BARRIO   
 
El Museo del Barrio, founded by a coalition of Puerto Rican educators, artists, and 
activists, is the nation’s leading Latino and Latin American cultural institution. The 
Museum welcomes visitors of all backgrounds to discover the artistic landscape of 
these communities through its extensive Permanent Collection, varied exhibitions 
and publications, bilingual public programs, educational activities, festivals, and 
special events.  
 
The Museum is located at 1230 Fifth Avenue at 104th Street in New York City. The 
Museum is open for limited hours until further notice: Saturdays and Sundays from 
12:00pm – 5:00pm. Pay-what-you-wish. To connect with El Museo via Social Media, 
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follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. For more information, please visit 
www.elmuseo.org. 
 
ABOUT THE FORD FOUNDATION 
 
The Ford Foundation is an independent, nonprofit grant-making organization. For 
more than 80 years it has worked with courageous people on the frontlines of social 
change worldwide, guided by its mission to strengthen democratic values, reduce 
poverty and injustice, promote international cooperation, and advance human 
achievement. With headquarters in New York, the foundation has offices in Latin 
America, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. 
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MEDIA CONTACTS:  
Rose Mary Cortes | 917-634-0340 | rcortes@elmuseo.org 
Charlie Guadano and Jenna Satnick | Sunshine Sachs | emdb@sunshinesachs.com 
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