FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

superreal: alternative realities in photography and video
On view February 6 - May 19, 2013 at El Museo del Barrio

Betsabee Romero (Mexico, 1963) Ayate con Perro (Ayate fabnc wzth dog), 2005, Chromogemc print, 22 x 40 in., El Museo
del Barrio, Gift of the artist and Ramis Barquet

NEW YORK, January 24, 2013—EI| Museo del Barrio presents superreal:
alternative realities in photography and video, an exhibition of
photography and video from 1980 to the present that explores the role
of photographic mediums in presenting reality. These mediums
conventionally assert the notion of reality and accuracy to viewers, but
the works in this exhibition investigate the many layers that surround
our traditional sense of the real. This exploration manifests through the
artists’ creations of alternative realities, ones where the worlds of
landscapes, human figures, architecture, objects, and natural
phenomena are emphasized or subverted, revealed or obscured.

superreal features 70 works by artists such as ADAL, Tania Bruguera,
Ana de la Cueva, Vik Muniz, Miguel Rio Branco, Betsabee Romero,
Andres Serrano, and Teresa Serrano. These artists utilized their distinct
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working methods and viewpoints to challenge preconceived reality, and
engage with their environments in both surreal and super-real ways that
also subvert narrative forms.

The illusion of reality permeates in Las Hermanas Iglesias’, sisters Janelle
and Lisa lglesias, Nudes series. The artists wear knitted nude suits that
mirror the same individual marks and scars on their own skin, and create
self-portraits in dream-like environments of Tasmania. In Esteban
Pastorino’s works, the photographer cloaks the pristine deco
architecture of Francisco Salomone in a spooky darkness that hints to
the history the facades conceal and mirror. Betsabee Romero
transformed a 1955 Ford into an “Ayate car” to represent the
experiences of Mexicans hoping for a better life in the United States.
The exterior floral patterning of the “Ayate car” and interior filled with
dried roses goes beyond feminizing a traditionally masculine cultural
icon by exposing the transitory and capricious nature of reality.

For more information: http://www.elmuseo.org/en/event/superreal-
alternative-realities-photography-and-video

About El Museo del Barrio

El Museo del Barrio, New York’s leading Latino cultural institution,
welcomes visitors of all backgrounds to discover the artistic landscape
of Latino, Caribbean, and Latin American cultures. Their richness is
represented in El Museo’s wide-ranging collections and critically
acclaimed exhibitions, complemented by film, literary, visual and
performing arts series, cultural celebrations, and educational programs.

For more information on El Museo del Barrio, please visit
www.elmuseo.org.
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